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On the Paradigm of the Accountability through Inspection
and Governance Practice of Chinese Top Universities

FENG Yong-jun ZHAO Xue QIN Hui-min

Abstract: According to the centralized deployment of the CPC Central Committee, special inspections on the
party committees in universities and colleges under the management of the Central Government are an important
manifestation of the governance of higher education by the party and the state. Based on the 36 inspection reports
and rectification notices of the nine state-level universities constructed in the first batch of “985” projects and their
target universities , this paper uses the grounded theory and content analysis in qualitative research to obtain five
core categories of the “accountability through inspection”, which include the core leadership capabilities which are
generated in the principal accountability system under the leadership of the Party Committee, the supervision of the
selection and appointment of cadres, the supervision of infrastructure logistics services, the supervision of the use of
revenue and expenditure, and the decentralized governance of internal university-college. Next these categories are
coded for a qualitative study on the general and special problems of the implementation and governance of Chinese top
universities by the party committees, based on which a theory analysis framework is constructed and countermeasures
are proposed.

Key words: Chinese universities and colleges; accountability through inspection; university governance;
grounded theory; qualitative study; content analysis
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